
Cody Parker: A Study in Determination 
Submitted by Tad MacMillan, Foothills Alumni Transition Coordinator 

 
“Juexin” means “determination” in Chinese and that is certainly one adjective that must 
be used when describing Cody Parker, a 2021 graduate from the Oglethorpe Foothills 
site. Despite having to move out on his own and get a job to support himself, WHEN HE 
WAS 17, Cody was determined to get his high school diploma. In his mind, there was 
never any doubt about graduating from high school and the Oglethorpe Foothills Educa-
tion Charter High School was the perfect place for him to accomplish this goal. Cody, a 
2021 Mama Jo Spirit Award winner, was determined to graduate and to attend col-
lege. The Mama Jo “Spirit of Foothills” Scholarship is awarded to Foothills graduates 
who embody the true spirit of Foothills by showing determination, dedication and perse-
verance. Despite many obstacles, Cody’s journey is clear evidence that he embodies 
this Foothills spirit.   
 
Currently, Cody is a student at the University of North Georgia (UNG) in Dahlonega, tak-
ing his core classes and studying Chinese. (UNG has college campuses in Dahlonega, 
Oconee, Gainesville, and Cumming). He plans to major in Chinese and is clearly enam-
ored with the language. In addition to his Chinese coursework at UNG, Cody studies with 
a Chinese tutor several times a week. To make his degree in Chinese more marketable, 
Cody is also considering studying International Affairs. For the time being, his focus on 
learning this difficult language is keeping him busy. (Although estimates say there are 
more than 100,000 Chinese characters, a student needs to know between 3,000 and 4,000 characters to be fluent in Chi-
nese). Thanks to both the Pell Grant and Hope Scholarships, he can focus full time on his coursework.   

 
And focus he must. Cody is enrolled in the prestigious Language Flagship Program at UNG, an intensive 5-year program that 
includes summer coursework at other institutions. Cody plans to study at Indiana University this coming summer and then 
plans to spend next summer in Taiwan. As part of his program, he also plans to do a summer semester at the demanding 
Defense Language Institute in Monterey, California, where students are expected to learn 100 characters a day. Cody is very 
thankful for the teachers of Chinese at UNG, especially Tianyu Qin, Yandan Wang, and ChiHsuan Catterson, because they 
really encourage and help students with their Chinese studies.  
 
Cody’s story continues on the next page... 
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Message from the Superintendent 

Several key themes resonate through this month’s issue of the Foothills Review, appropriately enough 

for Women’s History Month: toughness, courage, and determination. These were all traits exemplified by 

my own mother, the late Mama Jo Groover, for whom we have proudly created the Mama Jo Spirt of 

Athens scholarship. Featured first this month is Cody Parker, who triumphed over homelessness and 

other adversities to graduate and thrive, going on to college—studying Chinese, no less! And Cody is a 

Mama Jo Spirit award winner. 

It is because of Cody’s experience that we took a more aggressive look at our homeless population to 

make sure these students were properly identified and were receiving all the potential benefits possible. 

Cody is indeed a winner, and we are so proud.  

And speaking of Women’s History Month and tough, courageous young women, just wait until you check 

out the amazing and inspiring story of this month’s “Voice of Foothills,” Nevaeh Lockard. These are the 

stories that keep us doing what we do, day in and day out.  

Finally, please see the information about the Mama Jo award and the Compete to Complete winners for 

February, provided by Melanie Brittain.  

—Sherrie 
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Cody credits his time at Foothills with helping him achieve his goals. He says, “The main thing that initially drew 
me to Foothills was that I could do my classwork whenever I wanted to…” and since he had to get a job to pay 
rent and put food on the table, this flexibility was critical. Additionally, he says that the ability to work on his own 
and come in if he needed help or to take tests was great. Cody says that the way Foothills is organized is 
“beneficial for students.” He highlights the kindness of his mentor, Ms. Queen at the Oglethorpe Foothills site, but 
adds that “everyone was helpful.”  
 
At graduation, Cody spoke of the solution that Foothills provided. He said that if it were not for Foothills and the 
faculty, he would have “either stopped school completely or my schooling would have continued at another 
time.” We are so proud of Cody for his “juexin.” Cody, indeed, embodies the spirit of the Mama Jo Award and 
Foothills by earning his  high school diploma “against all odds!” We hope to hear more from this impressive grad-
uate as he continues his studies.   

——————————  

Voices of Foothills: Nevaeh Lockard 
 
The third in our Voices of Foothills series features the in-
spiring and impressive story of Butts County site student 
Nevaeh (yes, it’s “heaven” spelled backwards!)...who per-
severed when faced with terrible personal tragedy—a fire 
that burned down her home and took the life of her brother. 
Check out Nevaeh’s full story at at https://youtu.be/
YL2b8CSwIQI 
 
In January of 2021, Nevaeh Lockard, a junior at Jackson 
High School in Butts County, faced a tragedy that would 
have completely overwhelmed and floored most of us. She 
describes that day and its aftermath: “I had a fulltime job, a 
long-term boyfriend, and a nice group of friends. But that 
morning, my house burned down…Unfortunately, I was in 
the house, and so was my family… thirty percent of my body was burned to the point that I would need skin 
grafts… And my little brother didn’t make it, (just) three days after his twelfth birthday.”  
 
Nevaeh was in Atlanta Grady Hospital for a month and had to learn to walk again. She was expected to stay 
longer, but she was determined to get back to school, make up the credits and time she had lost, and graduate 
with her class. Nevaeh had always been an excellent and successful student, and she was not about to let these 
setbacks, as awful as they were, deter her from her goals. She went to school day and night, taking full daytime 
load at Jackson High School while earning transfer credits in the evening at Foothills. 
 
The support and belief of the teachers and staff at Jackson and Foothills meant everything. “I wanted it for my-
self,” she says, “but seeing all the people who had hope for me, no one ever told me ‘you’re not going to gradu-
ate…’ Everyone believed in me, and that made me believe in myself. I wouldn’t have been able to do it if it wasn’t 
for the support I got from everyone, my family, my teachers at Jackson, and my teachers at Foothills.” 
 
Nevaeh goes on to praise Foothills for its unique ability to provide personalized and flexible options, not only for 
her, but for all students who need a different kind of educational experience and environment: “There are so 
many different ways you can use Foothills to your advantage.” 
 
Nevaeh’s story continues on the next page... 
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Nevaeh Lockard’s Story, continued... 
 
And when the big day—graduation—arrived, “I never felt anything more exhilarating… I worked so hard... and 
everyone knew I worked so hard… There were screams when they called my name and I walked across that 
stage! I don’t think I ever felt more proud in my life.” 
 
What is next for Nevaeh? She is starting classes at Southern Crescent Technical College in—not surprisingly, 
given her own experiences—the medical field. She has also learned that medicine is about much more than 
bandages and treatments: “Being a patient, it showed me how much more there is to being in the medical field… 
there is a lot of emotional support you have to give to your patients.” 
 
And what are the life and success lessons that Nevaeh has learned? She admits to being less than patient with 
the excuses that some students make about not being able to finish school: “My story shows that nothing is hold-
ing you back from graduating… If I can graduate, being disabled and going to school full time, during the day, 
during the night, it was exhausting, and it was hard, and I thought I couldn ’t do it, but I did. And anyone can, if 
you just try, You just gotta put in the effort, you really do. Life is all about effort, you gotta make it, your life is what 
you make it.” 
 
Life if all about effort, your life is what you make it. What a fabulous message for all of us to hear.  
 
Thank you for inspiring us, Nevaeh.  
 

—————————— 

 

Awards: Mama Jo and Compete-to-Complete 
Shared by Melanie Brittain, Foothills Regional Director for Student Services 
 
We are proud to announce that we will be awarding a $1000 Mama Jo “Spirit of Foothills” Scholarship to TWO deserv-
ing full-time Foothills graduates. These scholarships were created to honor the memory of Dr. Sherrie Gibney-
Sherman's beloved mother. We will accept one application per site.  
 
The Mama Jo “Spirit of Foothills” Scholarship will be awarded to Foothills graduates who embody the true spirit of Foothills 
by showing determination, dedication and perseverance by earning their high school diploma against all odds! Many factors 
will be considered such as grades, work ethic, community service, and obstacles that had to be overcome.   
 
The Mama Jo application can be accessed as a Google document here. 
 

—————————— 
 
The February 2022 “Compete-to-Complete” Data is in! 
 
February 2022 Average Credit Per Student: 
Jackson: 9.1 
Arrendate: 2.37 
 
February 2022 Average Attendance: 
Foothills Virtual: 55.39% 
 
Well done, winners! 

The Foothills Vision 

Foothills Education Charter High School strives to be an accessi-

ble, high-quality high school option that is flexible and respon-

sive to the needs of the People of Georgia and its communities.  

Four generations; Mama Jo, daughter Sherrie (our 

Superintendent!), granddaughter Alexandra, and 

great grandson, Louis.  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nBDWF7RbqLpv7kYnjFMv37lGHsqYJcWYHTXpQhA8mk8/edit

